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M/Y CORAL I Y II 
TOUR 5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY "B" (WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY) 

 

DAY 1. WEDNESDAY: BALTRA ISLAND – SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - Departure from Ecuador mainland. Arriving in the Galapagos, 
passengers are picked up at the airport by our natural guides and taken to a ten-
minute bus drive to the pier to board the M/Y Coral I or M/Y Coral II. 

 
PM: HIGHLAND (SANTA CRUZ). - Dry landing. In the mountains of Galapagos is 
possible to admire different kinds of birds, such as tree and ground finches, 

vermillion flycatchers, paint-billed crakes, yellow 
warblers, and cattle egrets (usually standing on the 
tortoises’ shell). The journey to the reserve offers great 
opportunities to see the contrasts that the island offers 
in reference to the variety of ecosystems. The road goes 
from the coast through the agricultural zone and straight 
up to the dense humid forests. Often, Galapagos Giant 
Tortoises are also seen on the way, wandering through 

pastures in the paddocks. This spot is a bird watchers’ haven since almost every 
land bird present on the island lives or migrates here.  

 
DAY 2. THURSDAY: ISABELA ISLAND –   FERNANDINA ISLAND 
 
AM: VICENTE ROCA POINT (ISABELA). - Great deep-water snorkeling at one of the 
richest marine havens on Earth, the Bolivar Channel in Vicente Roca Point 
Accessible by water, we take a dinghy ride along the coast to observe a great 
diversity of sea and coastal birds; Nazca and blue-footed boobies, noddies, brown 
pelicans, penguins, flightless cormorants. The upwelling of cold water currents in 
this part of the Galapagos gives rise to an abundance of marine life, a perfect place 
for deep snorkeling. 
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PM: ESPINOSA POINT (FERNANDINA). - From Espinosa Point, is possible to admire 
a wide view of Isabela Island across the Bolivar Channel, an area that boasts some 
of the highest diversity of endemic sea fauna in the Galapagos. Here the largest, 
most primitive-looking marine iguanas are found mingling with sea lions and Sally 
Lightfoot crabs. Fernandina displays a wonderful 
opportunity to encounter flightless cormorants at their 
nesting sites, Galapagos penguins and the “King” of 
predators on the islands, the Galapagos hawk. Pa-hoe-
hoe and AA lava formations cover the majority of 
Fernandina terrain. Vegetation is scarce inland, with few brachycereus cacti. In the 
shore mangrove can be found 

 
DAY 3. FRIDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: URBINA BAY. - Wet landing.  At the far end of a long, level hike we arrive at a 

strange phenomenon where large blocks of coral lie completely 
exposed after a dramatic geological uplift in 1954. Located at the 
western base of Alcedo Volcano we hope to run into a few very 
impressive land iguanas as well as some of the volcanoes 
endemic Galapagos giant tortoises during the wet season. 
 

 
PM: TAGUS COVE. - Dry landing.  A well-known hideout and deep water anchorage 
in the days of pirates, Tagus Cove was also one of the few sites visited by Charles 
Darwin and the HMS Beagle in 1835. A beautiful hike leads us past an overview of 
Darwin Lake and on to a stunning volcanic landscape revealing Isabela islands 
dramatic northern volcanoes. Once back at sea level the perfect activity is to 
snorkel along a submerged wall with turtles, lots of fish, penguins and potentially 
flightless cormorants. You might even be tempted by a panga ride or kayak! 
 
DAY 4. SATURDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM: EGAS PORT. - Wet landing. Egas Port is a black volcanic sand beach, visited by 
Darwin in 1835. The first section of the trail is formed of volcanic ash (eroded tuff) 
and the other half is an uneven terrain of volcanic basaltic rock. The unique, truly 
striking layered terrain of Santiago shore is home to a variety of animals including 
the bizarre yellow-crowned night heron and marine wildlife including lobster, 
starfish and marine iguanas grazing on algae beds alongside Sally light-foot crabs. 
It is easy to see colonies of endemic fur seals swimming in cool water volcanic rock 
pools. 
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PM: SULLIVAN BAY. - Wet landing. This site located at the southeastern portion of 
Santiago Island is of important geologic interest. It features extensive relative 
young pa-hoe-hoe lava flows formed during the last quarter of the 19th century. 
In the middle of the lava flow, older reddish-yellow colored tuff cones appear. 
Mollugo plants with their yellow-to-orange whorled leaves usually grow out of the 
fissures. Walking on the solidified lava gives the impression of been in another 
planet. Tree molds are found, indicating that in that position large size plants grew 
in small crevices, until the lava flow of past eruptions burned down the flora of the 
island. 

 
DAY 5. SUNDAY: SANTA CRUZ ISLAND –    BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: BACHAS BEACH (SANTA CRUZ). - Wet landing.  Named for some wrecked World 
War II barges whose ribs are still visible in the sand this visitor site offers great 
swimming, a lovely walk along the shore and a visit to a lagoon behind the high 
tide line with wading birds, marine iguanas and sometimes even flamingoes. The 
two beaches are also favorite nesting sites for green turtles which often leave 
tractor-like tracks in the sand. After the visit, passengers will be transferred to the 
airport for their return flight to Ecuador mainland.  
 
 
End of the trip. 
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