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M/C NEMO I 
TOUR 5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " A5 " (THURSDAY TO MONDAY) 

 

DAY 1. THURSDAY: BALTRA ISLAND –  SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - This morning you will fly from Ecuador mainland to Baltra Airport. 
You have to pay your Galapagos National Park entrance fee and your luggage will 
be inspected. In front of the arrival hall you will meet your naturalist guide, and be 
transferred to the landing dock by airport shuttle. Our inflatable dinghy brings you 
the last stretch to the yacht. 
 
PM: CHARLES DARWIN STATION (SANTA CRUZ). - The Charles Darwin Research 
Station (CDRS) and the headquarters of the Galapagos National Park Service share 
the same location on the outskirts of Puerto Ayora. From here biological research 
and indispensable conservation management of this unique archipelago are 
directed. The complex houses a several interpretation and information centres 
about the National Park and the Galapagos Marine 
Reserve. The most memorable part of your visit will 
probably be the successful breeding centre and the 
enclosures with Galapagos giant tortoises; even after the 
death of its world-famous resident, ‘Lonesome George’ 
(the last known individual of the Pinta subspecies, who 
sadly failed to reproduce offspring). Most remaining 
adult giant tortoises in the corals are former pets and 
many of them are accustomed to human company.  

 
DAY 2. FRIDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: MORENO POINT. - Moreno Point tells the continuing story of the famous 
lunatic lava fields of Sullivan Bay (actually not visited by Catamaran Nemo). This 
once lifeless lava field becomes dotted with tidal pools and filtration lagoons since 
parts of the crust have broken and fallen into the undermining lava tunnels. 
Pioneer life takes advantage; finally, the l ava cacti get company of two more 
species of cacti, from which the candelabras can grow up to 7m/23ft tall, and 
dominate the rest of the shrubby vegetation. Fringes of reed, sea grass and 
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mangrove bushes transform the picturesque lagoons into lush oases. Your pictures 
get the perfect finishing touch when bright American flamingos forage in the 
largest lagoon as well. The fresh promising pioneer vegetation seems on the 
winning hand; just until Sierra Negra volcano spits a new layering cover, and the 
story starts all over again. Tidal pools form natural traps and attract scavengers 
and hunters, such as bright orange sally Lightfoot crabs, oystercatchers and 
herons. During a dinghy-ride along the jagged shoreline, you can spot marine 
iguanas that wait patiently for their turn at lowest tide to graze weeds on the 
seabed, and a breeding colony of brown pelicans in the mangroves. 
 
PM: ELIZABETH BAY. - Although there is no landing point, Elizabeth Bay offers two 
in one! A prolonged ride by inflatable dinghy combines the Marielas Islets in the 
mouth of the bay, with the mangles in its innermost heart. The Marielas islets are 
an excellent place to spot marine iguanas and small family groups of Galapagos 
penguins in the front row of the cliffs. The endangered Galapagos penguin is the 
rarest penguin species worldwide (just some 1500 birds over all the archipelago; 
please don’t expect vast colonies like in Antarctic regions). Lofty palo santo -trees 
on top of the cliffs provide magnificent frigatebirds with a lookout to rob returning 
blue-footed boobies. Next the dinghy will turn landwards and enter the calm 
estuary. Whilst exploring lagoons and shallow creeks, the outboard engine can be 
turned off, to enjoy the sounds of nature. Brown pelicans are the only pelicans in 
the world that plunge-dive, though more superficial than the spectacular rocket 
like diving blue-footed boobies. L ava herons and great blue herons prefer to wait 

patiently for what comes along. Pacific green 
turtles swim gracefully around, popping up their 
heads to breathe (mating season: December-
January). You might also encounter spotted eagle 
rays or sharks, looking for protected inlets to give 
birth and leave their young alone. This highest 
mangrove forest of the Galapagos consists of red 

mangroves (with their characteristic prop roots) as well as black, white and button 
mangroves.  
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DAY 3. SATURDAY: FERNANDINA ISLAND – ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: ESPINOZA POINT (FERNANDINA). - Espinoza Point is Fernandina’s only 
terrestrial visitor’s site, and one of the few locations where you will find some 
bizarre outgrowths of natural selection. The figurehead is the emblematic 
flightless cormorant that lives exclusively in the remote west of the Galapagos, and 
could be considered as the ‘holy grail of evolution’. The 
cormorant didn’t have to fear terrestrial enemies and lets you 
approach it very closely. The next generations gradually lost 
their flying capabilities to become excellent divers. Together 
with its neighbor, the Galapagos penguin, these are two of the 
rarest and most vulnerable bird species in the world, with less 
than 2000 individuals each. 
 
PM: URBINA BAY (ISABELA). - Urbina Bay presents you with Isabela’s latest geologic 
curiosity. In 1954 tectonic forces lifted the former seabed several metres above 
sea level and formed the present coastal plain. The tilted seabed ran dry at once 
and 6km/3.75mi of coastline was shifted outward. Pretty far inland you can 
find marine remnants, such as fish bones, shells, scales from lobsters, urchins and 
corals. Far behind you will reach the original coastline and the typical palo santo -
bush from the arid zone. This very wide beach provides ample nesting places for 
iguanas, turtles and even for Galapagos giant tortoises that descend all the way 
down from Alcedo volcano in the wet season. The marine and land iguanas of 
Urbina Bay are the largest of the Galapagos. 
 

DAY 4. SUNDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM:  EGAS PORT. - Puerto Egas, dominated by Sugarloaf Hill (395m/1300ft) and 
named after a former salt mine (1960s), Puerto Egas is the southernmost visitor’s 

site along James Bay. Its masterly sculptured 
coastline of black basalts and polished multi-
colored ash-layers forms a photogenic scene 
with collapsed lava tunnels, natural arches, 
caves and blowholes such as ‘Darwin’s toilet’. 
In a grotto right below a spectacular rock arch 
at the end of the beach, a colony of Galapagos 
fur seals occupies the shade, sheltering from 

the equatorial sun. Unlike more common Galapagos sea lions this smaller species 
of seal is no beach lover at all, due to their adorable, but insulating coats. This 
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refuge is the best place to see these endemic, shy and once heavily hunted marine 
mammals.  
 
PM: ESPUMILLA BEACH. - Espumilla Beach has been revived as an important 
breeding site for turtles, as it is no longer suffering from digging wild pigs. The 
turtles return year after year to bury their eggs into the cinnamon colored sand 
dunes. About two months later (roughly from February to August) the eggs hatch 
all at the same time. Sadly, most vulnerable hatchlings will never reach the sea, 
and form a banquet for predators such as herons, frigate birds, mockingbirds and 
ghost crabs. The beach ridge hides a mangle with two picturesque lagoons on the 
backside. A colony of American flamingos and aquatic birds used to be its main 
attraction, but after the climate phenomenon of El Niño, strong sedimentation 
altered the brackish water environment, and it no longer contains their food. 

 
DAY 5. MONDAY: DAPHNE ISLAND – BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: DAPHNE MAYOR. - The characteristic offshore tuff cone of Daphne Major 
looks how a child draws a volcano islet. You might have already got a glimpse of it 
from your airplane window on arrival. Access to the 120m/400ft high islet is 
restricted because of its fragility and susceptibility to erosion. On your last morning 
in the Galapagos you will make a dinghy-ride around. You can spot large flocks of 
storm petrels and other seabirds. This islet forms an almost undisturbed semi-
closed ecosystem and is therefore of great scientific interest. Coexisting Nazca 
boobies, red-billed tropicbirds, magnificent frigatebirds, blue-footed boobies and 
8 other breeding species have nicely distributed different sections of the cone, 
according to their needs and the ecological niches. The caldera contains two 
craters, both completely white-plastered by the increments of blue-footed 
boobies, which have founded a very large breeding colony in this sheltered place. 
There is a colony of Galapagos sea lions on the only small beach. This islet has also 
been the location for an important multi decade study of Darwin’s finches. This 
concluded that population fluctuates strongly and finches that survived in dryer 
years were mainly the ones with larger beaks; results that strongly supported 
Darwin’s theory of natural selection and 
evolution. Finally, assisted by the naturalist 
guide and some crew members the dinghy will 
bring you and your luggage to Baltra, where we 
take the airport shuttle. Your guide will 
accompany you to the check-in counters in the 
departure hall and flight back to Ecuador 
mainland. We expect you to return home with 
stunning pictures and unforgettable lifelong memories! End of the trip. 
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