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M/C NEMO I 
TOUR 4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " B4 " (FRIDAY TO MONDAY) 

 

DAY 1. FRIDAY: BALTRA ISLAND – SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - This morning you will fly from Ecuador mainland to Baltra Airport. 
You have to pay your Galapagos National Park entrance fee and your luggage will 
be inspected. In front of the arrival hall you will meet your naturalist guide, and be 
transferred to the landing dock by airport shuttle. Our inflatable dinghy brings you 
the last stretch to the yacht. 
 
PM: CHARLES DARWIN STATION (SANTA CRUZ). - The Charles Darwin Research 
Station (CDRS) and the headquarters of the Galapagos National Park Service share 
the same location on the outskirts of Puerto Ayora. From here biological research 
and indispensable conservation management of this unique archipelago are 
directed. The complex houses a several interpretation 
and information centres about the National Park and the 
Galapagos Marine Reserve. The most memorable part of 
your visit will probably be the successful breeding centre 
and the enclosures with Galapagos giant tortoises; even 
after the death of its world-famous resident, ‘Lonesome 
George’ (the last known individual of the Pinta 
subspecies, who sadly failed to reproduce offspring). 
Most remaining adult giant tortoises in the corals are former pets and many of 
them are accustomed to human company.  
 

DAY 2. SATURDAY: SANTA FE ISLAND – SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND 
 
AM: SANTA FE. - Colonies of sea lions, land iguanas, fork-tailed seagulls, terns and 
petrels are observed. A trail leading into the heart of the island takes you to a 
forest of giant cactus and palo santo trees. After this visit on land, you can swim 
and snorkel. Wet landing.  Briefing and dinner on board. 
 
PM: SOUTH PLAZAS. - This small island with steep cliffs was formed by rising lava 
and is now covered by Opuntia cacti. This Island is home to one of the largest sea 
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lion colonies as well as colorful yellow and red land iguanas.  Many birds like the 
tropicbirds and fork-tailed seagulls rest on the cliffs. The most characteristic plant 
is the Sesuvium, during the rainy season its color is a greenish to yellowish tone 
and in the dry season (end of June through January) a bright red.  Hike: 2 ½ km. 
Dry landing. Lunch on board. 

 
DAY 3. SUNDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM: CHINESE HAT. - Chinese Hat is a 52m/170ft high volcanic cone, forming 

another islet right off the rocky coast of Santiago, where a 
small colony of Galapagos penguins has settled. 
Approaching Chinese Hat from the north, you will certainly 
agree with its name. Because its primordial fire has been 
extinguished recently, this is an excellent place to learn 
more about volcanism, lava bombs and lava tunnels. On 
the beach you can also find curious pillow-type lavas with 
coral heads on top! These spheres have a submarine origin 

before being lifted above sea level. But Chinese Hat does not appear any more 
inhospitable than the almost virgin Bartolomé and lunatic Sullivan Bay. You arrive 
exactly on time to witness how this barren islet gets colonized by pioneer species 
and begins to sprout! Beaches of white coral sand grow, and holes in the eroding 
lava fields are filled up with lava sand, which enables rooting. Galapagos sea lions 
and countless marine iguanas contribute to fertilization. This all together create 
more favorable options for newcomers, like saltbush and the discoloring Sesuvium 
carpet. Colonization of Chinese Hat can occur in a much higher pace than 
elsewhere, hence Santiago is just a stone’s throw away.  
 
PM: SULLIVAN BAY. -You can swim and snorkel here with seals and penguins. The 
landing is on a beautiful white sand beach where you will see lava formations. Wet 
landing.  Briefing and dinner on board. 
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DAY 4. MONDAY: SANTA CRUZ ISLAND –   BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: BLACK TURTLE COVE (SANTA CRUZ). - No landing, dinghy (panga) tour of the 
site; near Baltra. An extraordinary beautiful 
experience. You’ll get a chance to see Black Sea 
Turtles in the clear water below, as the dinghy 
cuts the engine and the operators row you 
along the mangrove-laden shoreline, discover 
hidden lagoons while keeping an eye out for 
the diverse bird and sea life variety. After the 
cove, you’ll do your final transfer to Baltra Airport by bus. Flight back to Ecuador 
mainland. 
 
 
End of the trip. 
 

mailto:info@pachamamatours.com

