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M/C NEMO I 
TOUR 5 DAYS / 4 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " B " (MONDAY TO FRIDAY) 

 

DAY 1. MONDAY: BALTRA ISLAND –  NORTH SEYMOUR ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - This morning you will fly from Ecuador mainland to Baltra Airport. 
You have to pay your Galapagos National Park entrance fee and your luggage will 
be inspected. In front of the arrival hall you will meet your naturalist guide, and be 
transferred to the landing dock by airport shuttle. Our inflatable dinghy brings you 
the last stretch to the yacht. 
 
PM: NORTH SEYMOUR. - The tabletop islet of 
North Seymour is an uplifted part of the seabed. 
Between the dry shrubs you might spot a 
Galapagos land iguana. North Seymour originally 
did have any land iguanas, but in the 1930s an 
eccentric American millionaire moved the last 
generation from Baltra, and saved them from 
starvation caused by competition with 
introduced goats; the breeding programmer at 
Charles Darwin Research Station that followed turned into a big success. You can 
spot lots of seabirds, such as brown pelicans, red-billed tropicbirds, endemic 
swallow-tailed gulls and seasonally even Nazca boobies, but the main attraction 
are the archipelago’s most extensive breeding colonies of blue-footed boobies and 
frigatebirds. At the start of the breeding season (shifting on our calendar) adult 
frigatebirds -males blow up their vivid red pouches to impressive football-sized 
balloons. This is one of the few spots (besides Genovesa and Pitt Point) where you 
can compare the magnificent and the rarer great frigatebirds breeding next to 
each other. Frigatebirds tend to attack returning boobies and conduct aerial 
battles tether than fishing themselves and getting wet. The even more popular 
blue-footed boobies show their cute courtship rituals, in which their remarkable 
feet play an important role. 
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DAY 2. TUESDAY: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND  
 
AM: KICKER ROCK. - After breakfast we visit Kicker Rock a giant rock was formed by 

a volcanic eruption. A narrow canal cuts through it 
and allows the passage of small boats. This rock is the 
home of many sea birds and is considered a great 
snorkeling and diving site. No landing. 
 

 
WITCH HILL. -  This site is located on the north shore of San Cristobal Island. This 
eroded hill and its surroundings present one of the most picturesque beaches in 
the Galapagos with its main attraction that is the coral sand beach and its wildlife 
includes sea turtles, rays, and various types of Booby Birds. Lunch on board. 
 
PM: LOBOS ISLET. - The most important colony of sea lions and blue-footed 
boobies is on this Island. The scenery is beautiful and it is the perfect spot to 
snorkel.  Briefing and dinner on board. Return to the yacht. Dinner and briefing for 
next day. 
 

DAY 3. WEDNESDAY: ESPAÑOLA ISLAND 
 
AM: SUAREZ POINT. - Breakfast. This natural is home for see blue-footed boobies, 
masked boobies, colonies of marine iguanas, fascinating albatross from April to 
June, sea lions, Galapagos doves and Darwin finches. There is another natural 
attraction: the lava blowhole, spurting water high into the air.  Hike: 3km. Dry 
landing.  Lunch on board. 
 
PM: GARDNER BAY. - On the eastern side of the island, is the breeding site of nearly 
all of the world´s 12,000 pairs of Waved Albatrosses. It takes 45 minutes by boat 
to reach this site. The white sand beach is home to a group of sea lions. Swimming 
and snorkeling are excellent possibilities here.  Wet landing. 
 
GARDNER ISLET. - Gardner Islet offers a magical landscape both above and beneath 
the water surface. Many small fish can be seen while snorkeling around the site as 
well as sea urchins and stars. 
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DAY 4. THURSDAY: FLOREANA ISLAND 
 
AM: CORMORANT POINT. - The peninsula of Cormorant Point forms the extreme 
north cape of Floreana, which is pockmarked by numbers of smaller volcanic cones 
and covered by tropical dry forest (predominantly palo santo). Please don’t expect 
to spot the f lightless cormorant at Cormorant Point. This emblematic example of 
evolution lives exclusively in the remote west of the Galapagos on Fernandina and 
Isabela (Route A). Instead, its salty lagoon is one of the best places on the 
Galapagos to observe a breeding colony of American flamingos. However, when 
breeding is done and the lagoon dries up, these exotic birds tend to be on the 
move to look for shrimps and algae from other saline lakes. At the landing beach 
you will be welcomed by a small Galapagos sea lion -colony. The green sand 
contains a high percentage of glassy olivine crystals that have been blown out by 
the surrounding tuff cones. The ‘flour sand’ beach on the south side of the 
peninsula feels very smooth on your feet; this is pulverized by parrotfish. Schools 
of sting rays in the surf love using this powdery sand to hide themselves, and 
Pacific green turtles come ashore to bury their eggs in it at night (first months of 
the year). The next morning you can notice their tracks from the dunes, or 
eventually still catch an exhausted, delayed one, crawling back to the sea. 
 

DEVIL´S CROWN. -  The jagged crater rim of Devil’s Crown just protrudes sea level 
and is beaten by the waves. The inner walls of the crater rim are coated with coral 
formations and protected against the surf. The depth and very transparent waters 
of this deep-water snorkeling site gives you the sensation of flying once you plunge 
into this huge tropical aquarium. You will swim amidst schools of thousands of 
brightly colored tropical fish, such as y yellowtail surgeon fish, king angelfish, and 
many other species. On the seabed you can distinguish resting whitetip reef 
sharks, different species of ray and starfishes. A Pacific 
green turtle or Galapagos sea lion might swim by, and 
don’t be scared when you encounter scalloped 
hammerhead sharks! Above sea level the dramatic 
decor of the jagged crater rim provides living space for 
lots of coastal birds, including lava gulls, blue-footed 
and Nazca boobies, brown pelicans, and red-billed 
tropicbirds. The opposite land head of Floreana is a 
nesting place for magnificent frigatebirds, where you 
could also head for during an alternative dinghy-ride.  
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PM: POST OFFICE BAY. - Bring your unstamped postcards and post them in the 
peculiar barrel on this historic site. Together with James Bay (Santiago) this used 
to be a popular base to complement stocks. The present barrel commemorates 
the improvised mail service between British 16th -century whalers and poachers. 

Returning vessels also picked up letters for home 
delivery. Finally, this post box became the 
termination of the flourishing British whaling 
industry in this region (Moby Dick), because it let 
the American frigate USS Essex easily locate and 
hijack British whalers during the Anglo-American 
War (1812-1815). 

 
DAY 5. FRIDAY: SANTA CRUZ ISLAND – BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: HIGHLANDS (SANTA CRUZ). -  Santa Cruz offers excellent opportunities for 
viewing wild Galapagos giant tortoises, roaming through pastures in the 
agricultural zone and in the transition zone of El Chato Tortoise Reserve. The pond 
in the native forest reserve is the most authentic setting, but sometimes also 
requires an adventurous challenge to search for these silent heavyweights. You 
have to listen carefully for the sound of heavy footsteps and of shrubs being slowly 
crushed. Most of their long lives is spent slowly and silently, except for a warning 
hiss, or loud screams during mating, which can be heard from afar in the first half 
of the year. Subsequently females leave the highlands and descend all the way 
down to the beaches to dig holes and lay their eggs. It is estimated that in 2015 
about 32,000 tortoises lived in the wild on all the islands, mostly on restricted 
locations of Isabela. You will also appreciate the native Scalesia forest, overgrown 
with lichens, ferns, and other epiphytes; plus, chances to spot endemic Darwin’s 
finches, vermilion flycatchers, yellow warblers, and less common birds like short-
eared owls, Galapagos rails and paint-billed crakes. After the visit, you’ll do your 
final transfer to Baltra Airport by bus. Flight back to Ecuador mainland. 
 
 
End of the trip. 
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