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M/Y ODYSSES 
TOUR 6 DAYS / 5 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " A " (TUESDAY TO SUNDAY) 

 

DAY 1. TUESDAY: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND 
 
AM: SAN CRISTOBAL. - At San Cristóbal Airport you will have to pay your Galapagos 
National Park entrance fee and your luggage will be inspected. After meeting your 
naturalist guide and fellow passengers in the arrivals hall, you will be transferred 
to the harbour of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. Our inflatable dinghy will bring you 
the last stretch to the yacht. 
 
PM: COLORADO HILL. - The only (unpaved) road 
into the highlands of San Cristóbal passes the 
formal sugarcane plantation and penal colony El 
Progreso and a row of ecological wind generators 
on a ridge. It then reaches the highest parts of the 
agricultural zone and El Junco Lagoon, one of the 
few sweet water lagoons in the archipelago. Colorado Hill is on the descent to the 
southern coast. The giant tortoise breeding centre on Colorado Hill bears the 
official name Galapaguero Jacinto Gordillo, but in daily use it is simply named after 
the red hill on which it is located. This and similar breeding centres on Santa Cruz 
and Isabela are the most comfortable places where you can see Galapagos giant 
tortoises. All of the centres are created with the intention of rescuing these 
endangered giants by collecting their eggs in the wild, reproduction in captivity 
and repopulation once the hatchlings are big enough and less vulnerable to 
predators. This centre works with the local subspecies of Galapagos giant tortoises 
(out of ca. 11 remaining subspecies in total; scientists disagree about the number, 
and also if the San Cristóbal subspecies should be considered as a distinct species). 
Around the large corral, there is also an interpretive botanical trail and an 
interesting visitor’s centre. In here the natural history of the local giant tortoises is 
explained to you; including the relationship and evolutional differences between 
these and other (sub) species. On the trail you can spot songbirds as well, such as 
yellow warblers, endemic Galapagos large-billed flycatchers and the Chatham 
mockingbird (even ‘more’ endemic, while unique to this island alone), which put 
Darwin on track of his evolution theory.  
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DAY 2. WEDNESDAY: ESPAÑOLA ISLAND 
 
AM: SUAREZ POINT. - Huge ocean waves crash onto the southern basaltic cliffs of 

Suarez Point, forming a spectacular blowhole, where the 
water sprays metres high into the air (depending on the 
season, the tide and how strongly the sea breeze pushes 
the waves). Take your time to enjoy a meditative break 
in silence on this emblematic viewpoint, and convert this 
unforgettable moment into a once-in- alifetime 

experience. Española marine iguanas become bright red with a turquoise-coloured 
crest and legs at the start of the breeding season (starting from Christmas). Hood 
lava lizards are the largest of the 7 endemic species in the islands, as well as the 
mockingbirds, which have turned to carnivorous behaviour! The successful rebred 
endemic Galapagos giant tortoise population resides on a site that is closed to 
tourism. For most of their lives, waved albatrosses soar far out at sea and only 
come onto dry land to breed and nurture their huge chicks (March-December). 
This spectacular seabird is the only tropic albatross, and it is considered a critically 
endangered species. It only breeds on Española (besides some strayed individuals 
on Isla de La Plata, Machalilla National Park, close to the Ecuadorian coast). If 
you’re there at the right time (especially in October, though also noticeable in 
other months) you will be able to admire their synchronous courtship dances, 
which include bowing, whistling and even a stylised form of ‘sword fighting’ with 
their bills! Suarez Point also forms the massive breeding site for Nazca and blue-
footed boobies, swallow-tailed gulls and red-billed tropicbirds. Especially during 
the food-abundant garúa season (2nd half of the year) you can admire amusing 
courtship dances, mating, breeding, emerging from the eggs, nurturing or first 
flight-attempts. Blue-footed boobies don’t breed in the middle of the trail. You will 
walk just a few metres away from seabirds and marine iguanas of the islands, 
making you feel like you’re within a busting nature documentary! 
 
 PM: GARDNER BAY. - The striking white beach at Gardner Bay is an important 
breeding site for Pacific green turtles. But without doubt its 
main attraction is the Galapagos sea lion colony. Females stay 
year-round in this nursery, suckling their pups up to an age of 
3 years old, although they already start to learn how to fish 
after 5 months. During the breeding- and mating season the 
colony becomes even more populous. The strongest 
bachelors and elder males return from their secluded bases and start again to 
conquer and defend a part of the 1300 m / 4250 ft. long beach. Pregnant females 
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choose the best territory to give birth, and will mate again with their landlord 
within a month.  
 

DAY 3. THURSDAY: FLORENA ISLAND 
 
AM: DEVIL CROWN. -   With no less than five sea currents, the marine reserve is 
even more diverse than the archipelago above sea level. For many, Devil’s Crown 
is the number one snorkelling site on the Galapagos, and maybe even one of the 
main highlights of your cruise. The jagged crater rim just protrudes sea level, and 
is continually beaten by the waves. The depth and very transparent waters of this 
deep-water snorkeling site gives you the sensation that you’re flying. It is like 
plunging into a huge tropical aquarium, swimming amidst schools of thousands of 
brightly coloured tropical fish, such as yellowtail surgeon fishes and king 
angelfishes, and many other species. Sometimes a Pacific green turtle or 
Galapagos sea lion will swim past; and don’t be scared when you might come 
across a scalloped hammerhead shark! On the bottom you can distinguish resting 
white tip reef sharks, different species of ray and starfishes. The inner walls of the 
crater rim are coated with coral formations and protected against the surf. Above 

sea level the dramatic decor of the jagged crater rim 
provides living space for lots of coastal birds, including 
lava gulls, blue-footed and Nazca boobies, brown 
pelicans, and red-billed tropicbirds, which look for 
protected nesting places in caves or ledges under a rock 
overhang (and can fight out spectacular air battles). The 
opposite land head of Floreana is a nesting place for 
magnificent frigate birds, where you could also head for.  

 
CORMORANT POINT. -   Step ashore at Punta Cormorant on Floreana (Charles) 
Island, where the olive-sand beach is alive with the sounds of sea lions, lava 
herons, yellow-crowned night herons, blue-footed boobies, and penguins. Follow 
a trail to a brackish lagoon, home to Bahama ducks, common stilts, Galapagos 
flycatchers, yellow warblers and the greater flamingos. Wind your way past a rich 
variety of plants including the morning glory, cut leaf daisies, mangroves (black, 
red and white), paldo verde and Scalesia. The trail leads to a beach where sea 
turtles lay their eggs in the powdery sand dunes and sting rays swim in the shallow 
water. 
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PM: POST OFFICE BAY. - After lunch, visit on of the most famous sites in Galapagos, 
Post office Bay, where a post office barrel was 
erected in the late 18th Century to use by 
English whaling vessels. Visitors are invited to 
leave a post card and to pick up any mail 
destined for their home town. There is a chance 
to swim from the beach with sea lions. Late 
afternoon, take a Zodiac ride near Baroness 
Point to look for sea turtles and rays. Return to 
the yacht for a briefing followed by dinner. 

 
DAY 4. FRIDAY: SANTA FE ISLAND – SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND 
 
AM: BARRINGTON BAY (SANTA FE). -   Practically every animal on the extraordinary 
island of Santa Fe is unique; endemic to the Galapagos, or even to this island alone 
and therefore extremely vulnerable! Apparently evolution has had enough time 
and isolation to create wonders that will surprise you even nowadays. And indeed, 
geologists have determined that Santa Fe is the remnant of probably the most 
ancient volcano on the Galapagos; the 259m / 850ft high hill is all that remains 
from its former cone. Evidence of volcanism, such as 3.9 million old sub-areal 
volcanic rocks, debunk theories that this would be another tectonic uplift around 
Santa Cruz. 
 
PM: SOUTH PLAZAS. - Although in line of sight of the main island of Santa Cruz, the 

southern of both Plaza islets is quite different 
even from all other sites in the National Park. At 
the same time, it is so typically Galapagos, with its 
sharp contrasts, amazing diversity and high 
concentration of wildlife. It is one of the most 
popular, not to be missed islands, and definitely 

another highlight of your cruise.  

DAY 5. SATURDAY: NORTH SEYMOUR ISLAND – SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: NORTH SEYMOUR. - The former seabed of the uplifted table top of North 
Seymour is strewn with boulders and overgrown by dry shrubs. Nevertheless, this 
islet is one of the most visited sites, and overloaded with bird life. The surprising 
proximity to South Seymour (better known as Baltra) enables an ideal combination 
with your flight to or from the Galapagos, either for a quick introduction or for a 
last farewell. 
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PM: BACHAS BEACH (SANTA CRUZ). - Strolling along 
its coastline, the blinding white Bachas Beach 
appears full of natural life. But both the turquoise 
bay and the symmetrical tuff coneislet of Daphne 
Major pull your eyes to the horizon as well. Much 
closer, in the intertidal zone at your feet, you will see 
impressive sparkling orange coloured and heavy-armed sally light foot crabs 
running around the dark basaltic rocks. Look out for Galapagos sea lions, marine 
iguanas, shark fins or (seasonally) mating Pacific green turtles in the surf!  
 
DAY 6. FRIDAY: MOSQUERA ISLET –  BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: MOSQUERA ISLET. - Though close neighbors, Mosquera and North Seymour 
offer a very different experience; diverging habitats attract different residents. 
While North Seymour contains large breeding colonies of boobies and frigate 
birds, Mosquera stands out as one of the largest concentrations of Galapagos sea 
lions in the entire archipelago. It’s also one of the few spots inside the National 
Park where you can stroll around freely, without being restricted to a trail. Assisted 
by the guide and some crew-members, the inflatable dinghy will bring you and 
your luggage to Baltra, where we take the airport shuttle back to Ecuador 
mainland. Your guide will accompany you to the check-in counters in the 
departure hall. You will return home with stunning pictures and unforgettable 
lifelong memories! 
 
 
End of the trip. 

mailto:info@pachamamatours.com

