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M/Y ODYSSES 
TOUR 6 DAYS / 5 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " C " (THURSDAY TO TUESDAY) 

 

DAY 1. THURSDAY: BLATRA ISLAND – SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - You will meet your naturalist guide and fellow passengers in the 
arrival hall, and the airport shuttle will transfer you to the ferry across the Itabaca 
Channel. On Santa Cruz you will continue by bus through the lush highlands to the 
harbor of Puerto Ayora. Our inflatable dinghies will bring you the last stretch to 
the yacht. 
 
PM: CHARLES DARWIN STATION (SANTA CRUZ). - On the 
outskirts of Puerto Ayora you will visit the shared area of 
the Charles Darwin Research Station (CDRS) and the 
headquarters of the Galapagos National Park Service. 
From here the indispensable conservation management 
and biological research of this unique archipelago and its 
surrounding waters are directed. This complex houses 
several interpretation and information centres about the 
National Park and the Galapagos Marine Reserve. The most memorable part of 
this visit will probably be the successful breeding centre and the enclosures with 
Galapagos giant tortoises; even after the death of its world-famous 
resident,emphatically called ‘Lonesome George’ († June 2012; the last known 
individual of the Pinta subspecies, who sadly failed to reproduce offspring). His 
remains have been mummified and stuffed, but theGalapagos currently have no 
climatic controlled facilities to show it in a conservative way to the public. For 
other species and subspecies the breeding project started just in time to save them 
from extinction. Most remaining adult giant tortoises in the corals are former pets 
and many of them are accustomed to human company. 
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DAY 2. FRIDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: WHITETIP REEF SHARK CHANNEL. - Just outside the harbour of Puerto Villamil 
on the largest island of Isabela, a group of islets protrude just above the ocean. 
These barely noticeable rocks form one of the most emblematic sites that you will 
visit during your cruise. The jagged black formations, dotted with mangrove and 
candelabra-cactus, are the remnants of a lava stream that has ended up in the 
ocean. While these are being demolished by the waves, and a collapsed lava tube 
forms a channel that fills-up on high tide, while the entrance is closed on low tide. 
Marine life gets trapped, including spectacular white tip reef sharks (called 
tintoreras in Spanish, as is the site’s official name). This species of shark is fairly 
common in the archipelago, and generally spotted on the seabed when 
snorkelling, whilst these are resting from their nocturnal hunts. But on this unique 
place you can observe them comfortably from the bank in the crystal clear 
turquoise waters. Sometimes turtles and elegant white-spotted eagle rays or 
golden rays glide back and forth through this calm channel, as well as smaller fish 
and Galapagos sea lions. 
 
SIERRA NEGRA. -  Sierra Negra is the 3rd highest volcano on 
Isabela and the 5th highest of the Galapagos (1124m / 
3687ft.). It erupted a total of 7 times in the 20th century, the 
last time being in October 2005. It is the only major volcano 
on Isabela whose crater regions are actually open to tourism. 
A mysterious half-day hike through the cloud forests takes 
you to a viewpoint at the rim, offering fantastic views into the 
impressive caldera (clear weather required, though unpredictable; prevailing 
winds mean that clouds usually tend to dissolve at the viewpoint). The caldera 
measures about 7 x 9km / 4.5 x 6mi across, and is the largest of the archipelago. 
Since the discovery of so-called super volcanoes like Yellowstone it it is no longer 
listed as one of the largest craters in the world. 
  
 PM: WETLANDS. -  The tempting white sand beach of Puerto Villamil is home to 

far more marine iguanas and Sally lightfoot crabs than bathing 
guests. Its overgrown beach wall hides the largest coastal 
lagoon of the Galapagos, attracting lots of aquatic bids and 
wintering shore birds; some come from arctic regions! It is 
part of a swampy coastal zone known as the wetlands, with an 
old mangrove forest, collapsed lava tubes, and even more salt 
and brackish ponds. These are home to the largest 
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concentration and breeding site of American flamingos on the Galapagos, 
although we cannot guarantee that you will see these shy and nervous birds.  

 
DAY 3. SATURDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: MORENO POINT. -  Moreno Point tells you the intriguing story of how the 
famous lunatic lava fields of Sullivan Bay (Santiago) could develop in the future, 
when parts of the crust break and fall into the undermining lava tunnels. Pits and 
holes close to the coast would gradually fill-up with 
seawater. The once lifeless area would then become 
dotted with tidal pools and filtration lagoons, offering 
new opportunities to pioneer vegetation; finally the 
lava cacti would get company. This site acquires two 
more species of cacti, from which the candelabras can 
grow up to 7m / 23ft. tall, and dominate the rest of the shrubby vegetation. 
  
PM: ELIZABETH BAY. - Although there is no landing point, the marine visitor’s site 
of Elizabeth Bay offers two in one. You will undertake a long ride by inflatable 
dinghy that combines a visit to the Marielas Islets in the mouth of the bay, with 
the mangles in its innermost heart. In 1963 these highest mangles of Galapagos 
were close to complete destruction, when Volcán Chico, a parasitic cone of Sierra 
Negra, sent lava flows to this 20km (11mi) distant bay. Miraculously the flows 
came just a few kilometres back to a halt. The Marielas islets are an excellent place 
to spot marine iguanas and Galapagos penguins, which tend to stay in the front 
row at the base of the cliffs. The Galapagos penguin is considered as endangered 
with just some 1500 birds across the whole archipelago, and therefore the rarest 

penguin species worldwide. You therefore shouldn’t expect 
vast colonies of countless numbers like in Antarctic regions, 
but rather small family groups. On top of these ochre-
coloured and reddish oxidised remnants of a crumbled tuff 
cone there are several lofty palo santo-trees growing. These 
provide magnificent frigate birds with a lookout far over the 
open sea to watch for and rob returning blue-footed 
boobies.  
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DAY 4. SUNDAY: FERNANDINA ISLAND – ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: ESPINOZA POINT (FERNANDINA). - Fernandina, located 
right above the Galapagos hotspot in the farthest west of the 
archipelago, is still under construction. It is estimated that 
between 60.000 and 400.000 years ago the top of this 
underwater shield volcano rose above sea level, which makes 
it the youngest of the main islands. Fernandina harbours one 
of the world’s most virgin, untouched ecosystems, and is therefore very well-
protected. This exclusive and fascinating island will make you an eyewitness of 
evolution, which is happening right before your eyes! Espinoza Point is 
Fernandina’s only terrestrial visitor’s site, and one of the few locations where you 
will find some bizarre outgrowths of natural selection. The figurehead is the 
emblematic flightless cormorant that lives exclusively in the remote west of the 
Galapagos, and could be considered as the holy grail of evolution. Thanks to the 
fact that this island has been spared from the introduction of invading species and 
because it is even uninhabitable for most land mammals, the cormorant needn’t 
fear terrestrial enemies. This miraculous bird lets you approach it very closely. The 
next generations gradually lost their flying capabilities to become excellent divers, 
but still stuck with the typical habit of drying and showing their unfolded ‘wings’ 
to you. Together with its neighbour, the Galapagos penguin, these are two of the 
rarest and most vulnerable bird species in the world, with less than 2000 
individuals each. 
 
PM: TAGUS COVE (ISABELA).  - Right on the eastern shores of the Bolivar Channel 
are two tuff cones containing ultra-saline crater lakes: Tagus Cove and Beagle 
Crater. Both present spectacular layered cliffs at their sea faces, providing 
numerous nesting places for sea and coastal birds. From the inflatable dinghy you 
can observe marine iguanas, flightless cormorants, Galapagos penguins and storm 
petrels. It’s impressive to see flocks of blue-footed boobies and brown pelicans 
plunge diving from considerable altitudes. Explosive eruptions have blown out a 
part of the outer rims of both tuff cones, creating their characteristic horseshoe 

shapes. On one of these events the sea entered the 
caldera of the northern cone and formed Tagus Cove. 
The inner crater rim has remained intact and spared 
the region from an even more violent detonation 
when the seawater would have mixed up with the 
boiling volcanic materials. Nowadays it contains 
emerald Darwin Lake (though Darwin visited the 
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neighbouring Crater Lake). On the ground you can find small lapilli-balls, which 
rained down when ash particles solidified in the air. 

 
DAY 5. MONDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM: ESPUMILLA BEACH. - Espumilla Beach is a visitor’s 
site at the northern end of James Bay, on the western 
coast of Santiago. This beach has been revived as an 
important breeding site for turtles, as it is no longer 
suffering from digging wild pigs. The turtles return 
year after year to bury their eggs in the cinnamon coloured sand dunes. About two 
months later (roughly from February to August) the eggs hatch all at the same 
time. Most vulnerable hatchlings will sadly never reach the sea, and form a 
banquet for predators such as herons, frigate birds, mockingbirds and ghost crabs. 
The beach ridge hides a mangle with two picturesque lagoons on the backside. The 
colony of American flamingos and aquatic birds used to be its main attraction, but 
after the climate phenomenon of El Niño, strong sedimentation altered the 
brackish water environment, and it no longer contains their food… As often seen 
on the Galapagos, different vegetation zones are very close by, providing great 
scenic contrasts. Upon climbing a hill you will be rewarded with a beautiful view 
of the transitions from sea into beach into mangrove into dry palo santo forest. 
  
PM: EGAS PORT. - Dominated by the 395m / 1300ft. high Pan de Azúcar (Sugarloaf), 
Puerto Egas is the southernmost pearl in the necklace of visitor’s sites along James 
Bay. It is named after Héctor Egas, who made a second attempt to mine salt 
commercially out of an inland crater lake in the 1960s. Santiago and its 
surrounding islets stand out due to their spectacular and unique volcanic and 
coastal landscapes, and Puerto Egas is no exception. The masterly sculptured 
coastline of black basalts, polished multi-coloured ash-layers, collapsed lava 
tunnels, natural arches, caves and blowholes such as ‘Darwin’s toilet’ and tidal 
pools form very photogenic scenery. If you are a wildlife lover, you will also fully 
enjoy this unique place that will probably become your favourite on this island. 
You will find lots of representative members of the Galapagos-population. Right 
below a spectacular rock arch in a grotto at the end of the beach, a colony of 

Galapagos fur seals has occupied the shade, sheltering 
from the equatorial sun.  Unlike the more common 
Galapagos sea lion, these smaller species of seal are no 
beach-lovers, due to their adorable, but insulating 
coats. This outstanding refuge is the best place 
throughout the archipelago to see these endemic, shy 
and once heavily hunted marine mammals. 
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DAY 6. TUESDAY: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND 
 
AM: LOBOS ISLET. - If your already know a bit of Spanish, you will not be surprised 
by what you will get to see at Lobos Islet… its beach harbours a colony of Galapagos 
sea lions. As in other colonies in the archipelago you can approach nurturing 
females within a few metres. In the breeding season this colony is also visited by 
very territorial males, defending and mating the harem on their part of the beach. 
Though at first sight the barren rocks are overgrown by palo santo, this low islet 
houses have more than just Galapagos sea lions. Two other emblematic species of 
the Galapagos also breed here. Male blue-footed boobies and great frigate birds 
try to impress the females (and tourists) with clumsy dances, heaving their striking 
blue feet or blowing up their balloon-sized scarlet pouches. Later in the breeding 
season the fluffy and hungry chicks cry for food and when their wings are strong 
enough they will learn to fly. You can also find a lot of life in the intertidal zone, 
including the striking bright orange sally light foot crabs and marine iguanas on the 
boulders. Sand dollars (a kind of sea urchin), among other marine life, have been 
washed ashore on the beach and remained at low tide. Remember that it’s strictly 
forbidden to take home anything you find in the National Park. On the horizon you 
can distinguish the contours of 10km / 6.2mi distant Kicker Rock. That impressive 
rock islet has become one of the landmarks of Galapagos, together with the 
blowhole on Española, Pinnacle Rock on Bartolome, and the remote northern rock 
arch of Darwin. Check-in and flight back to Ecuador mainland. Assisted by the guide 
and some crew-members the dinghy will bring you and your luggage to Puerto 
Baquerizo Moreno, where we board a private bus to the airport to flight back to 
Ecuador mainland. Your guide will accompany you to the check-in counter in the 
departure hall. You will return home not only with stunning pictures, but also 
unforgettable lifelong memories! 
 
 
End of the trip. 
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