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M/C PETREL CATAMARAN 
TOUR 8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " B " (FRIDAY TO FRIDAY) 

 

DAY 1. FRIDAY: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND 
 
AM: SAN CRISTOBAL. - Assistance will be provided upon your arrival by a Petrel 
representative after passing through immigration and baggage claim.  When 
ready, you will be transferred to the yacht.  You will then be shown to your cabin 
where you will have some time to settle in before the welcome briefing and lunch. 
 
PM: GIANNI ARISMENDY INTERPRETATION CENTER. -  The 
Interpretation Center was opened in 1998 as a phase of the 
project “Interpretation and Environment Education Project.” 
Visitors enjoy expositions on natural history, human history, 
and conservation. The conservation efforts represent the 
movement to protect the wildlife and natural environment 
through means of population and tourist control. The 
Interpretation Center has an outdoor stadium, audio-visual equipment, and 
meeting rooms.  
 
 GALAPAGUERA. - A visitor site in the southeast part of San Cristobal Island that 
can be reached in roughly one hour by road from Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. On 
the trees and shrubs surrounding the site, you may see land birds like warbler, 
finches and mockingbirds, and on the trails, Giant Tortoises. 

 
DAY 2. SATURDAY: ESPAÑOLA ISLAND  
 
AM: GARDNER BAY. - Gardner Bay, on the eastern side of the island, is the breeding 
site of nearly all of the world´s 12,000 pairs of Waved Albatrosses. It has an ample 
white sandy beach with a myriad of sea lions, perfect for relaxing. Its rocky shores 
make this site a great place for diving and snorkeling. 
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AM: OSBORN ISLET. - After landing, you can walk across a lovely white sand beach 
amongst a busy sea lion colony or dive into the water to swim 
with sea lion pups. This small island is a marine visit where you 
can enjoy fantastic snorkeling and swimming.  
 
 
 

 PM: SUAREZ POINT. -  This area is great for spotting blue-footed boobies, 
albatrosses and Nazca boobies. A beautiful site on the ocean front, the large waved 
albatrosses use the cliff as a launching pad. The famous attraction is the 
magnificent blowhole, spurting water high into the air. This site presents 
wonderful photograph opportunities.  
 

DAY 3. SUNDAY: FLOREANA ISLAND 
 
AM: CORMORANT POINT. - This site hosts a large flamingo lagoon where other 
birds such as common stilts and white-cheeked pintails can also be seen. The 
beaches on this island are distinct: The "Green Beach" is named so due to its green 
color, which comes from a high percentage of olivine crystals in the sand, and the 
"Four Sand Beach" is composed of white coral. 
 
DEVILS CROWN. - One of the best snorkeling sites in the Galapagos, this volcanic 
crater has been eroded by the waves leaving the 
northern and southern sides poking out of the water. 
The coral reef in the middle is perfect for attracting 
marine life. Snorkelers enjoy the variety of marine life 
and exciting currents that rush through the crown, 
creating an exhilarating experience.  
 
PM: POST OFFICE. - In the 18th century, whalers passing through the islands placed 
a wooden barrel on Floreana Island for use as an unofficial mail box. The tradition 
continues today as visitors leave addressed postcards in the barrel and sort 
through left mail to deliver at home. 

 
DAY 4. MONDAY:  SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: CHARLES DARWIN STATION. -  The Charles Darwin Research Station is home 
to turtles ranging from 3-inches (new hatchlings) to 4-feet long. Subspecies of 
turtles interact with one another and many of the older turtles are accustomed to 
humans stretching out their heads for a photo opportunity. The babies are kept 
until they are about four years old and strong enough to survive on their own. 
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PM: HIGHLAND. - Here at the Highlands, you can walk along a path, observing the 
hills, ferns, volcanoes, and rich wildlife. This area is home to giant tortoises, forest, 
mockingbirds, Bahama ducklings, White-cheeked Pintail ducklings, Darwin finches, 
and many other species. 
 
DAY 5. TUESDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND – BARTOLOME ISLAND 
 
AM: SULLIVAN BAY (SANTIAGO). - The Sullivan Bay visitor site provides a unique 
opportunity to walk across a recent lava flow and view its beautiful structural 
characteristics. The lava flow was formed in the second half of the 19th century. 
As much of the barren, volcanic landscape of eastern Santiago, the trail at Sullivan 
Bay crosses relatively flat, black pahoehoe lava, dotted with a series of pyroclastic 
cones 
 
PM: BARTOLOME. - Dry landing, wet landing for the beach.  Activities on this island 

include:  walking, swimming, snorkeling, and 
photography.  We will follow a path to the top 
(114m) where we can see pioneering plants such 
as Tiquilia, Chamaesyce, and Scalesia.  The island 
has been formed by cones, lava pipes where lava 
once flowed.  Following the wet landing at the 
beach, we will follow a path through mangrove 

swamps and sand dune vegetation, to the south beach.  At the north beach, guests 
can enjoy swimming and snorkeling.  From the top of Bartolome, we will be able 
to see the islands of Santiago, Rabida, and Isabela.  We will see penguins in the 
Rock Pinnacle.  Dinner  

 
DAY 6. WEDNESDAY: GENOVESA ISLAND 
 
AM: DARWIN BAY. - This white sand coral beach heads a half mile trail (0.75km) 
that winds through mangroves filled with land birds. Nazca boobies, red-footed 
boobies, and swallow-tailed gulls can be spotted here. Further down the path are 
tidal pools where sea lions swim playfully. At the end is a spectacular view from a 
cliff. 
 
 PM: PRINCE PHILLIP’S. - Also known as Prince Phillip's Steps, 
El Barranco's steep, rocky path leads up to a high cliff-face. A 
marvelous view can be appreciated from here. This site is also 
home to palo santo vegetation as well as red-footed boobies, 
short-eared lava owls, Galapagos swallows, and Galapagos doves.  
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DAY 7. THURSDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM: EGAS PORT. - Also known as James Bay, Egas Port is home to the curious 
Galapagos Hawks and Quick-footed Galapagos Lava Lizards. The trail leads to a 
coastline with gorgeous tide pools and grottos full of fauna. Here the Galapagos 
Fur Sea Lions bathe in the sun. This is also a great snorkeling site. 
 
ESPUMILLA BEACH. - Espumilla Beach is a popular place for marine iguanas and 

Sally Lightfoot crabs. The crabs attract the 
hunting herons, performing the dance of 
predator and prey. With an abundance of 
marine life including octopi, moray eels, and 
sharks, snorkeling is highly recommended. 

 
PM: BUCCANEER COVE. - Buccaneer Cove is a testament to the fact that Santiago 
Island was once a refuge for British buccaneers. These pirates would anchor in the 
protected bay to make repairs and stock up on tortoise meat among other things. 
The steep cliffs, where hundreds of seabird’s perch in front of the dark red sand 
beach, are a magnificent site. 
 

DAY 8. FRIDAY: SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: CARRION POINT. - Carrion Point creates a sheltered lagoon with beautiful, 
turquoise water. During this visit you can snorkel and see a variety of fish, rays and 
perhaps the harmless white-tip reef sharks. The point is on the north coast of Santa 
Cruz Island at the entrance of Channel of Itabaca. Transfer to the Baltra Airport to 
flight back Ecuador mainland.  
 
 

End of the trip. 
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