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M/Y YOLITA II 
TOUR 8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " A " (SUNDAY TO SUNDAY) 

 

DAY 1. SUNDAY: BALTRA ISLAND –  SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - Depart from Ecuador mainland to Galápagos.  This island was a 
strategic point during the Second World War.  It is the main airport for the 
Galapagos Islands where tourists and colonists arrive and depart.  At the Arrival at 
Baltra Airport, our naturalist English speaking guide will assist you. Transfer to the 
yacht.  Welcome and briefing. 

 
PM: BACHAS BEACH (SANTA CRUZ). - After lunch, 
disembark (wet landing) in the Bachas Beach, located 
in the north shore of Santa Cruz, this is one of the 
main nesting sites of sea turtles and the crystal waters 
invite you to relax and swim.  Return to the yacht.  
Dinner and briefing for next day.  

 
DAY 2. MONDAY: GENOVESA ISLAND 
 
AM: DARWIN BAY. - Genovese’s horseshoe shaped wall is unmistakable proof that 
we have anchored inside the partly collapsed and submerged caldera of a 
submarine volcano! The visitor’s site named Darwin Bay is located at the very rear. 
This compact site shows the extremely varied coastal ecosystems of the Galapagos 
in miniature. The trail starts from the coral sand beach and subsequently passes a 
zone with saltbushes and mangroves, then crosses tidal creeks and barren lava 
formations, dry shrub lands, and finally turns on the ridge of some cliffs. 
 
 PM: PRINCE PHILLIPS. - Before landing you will take a dinghy-ride along the eastern 
arm of the caldera. On approach, the 25m/80ft high walls become overwhelming, 
and will give you a better impression of the dimensions of this crater. Sometimes 
a Galapagos fur seal will be resting on one of the shaded ledges. Although there 
are also seabirds, the real spectacle will take place on top and on the outside of 
the rim, which provide better perching and nesting places. 
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DAY 3. TUESDAY: BARTOLOME ISLAND – SANTIAGO ISLAND 
 
AM: BARTOLOME. - Lava formations and ash cones can be seen on this Island. A 
beautiful view of the nearest bays is waiting at the high part, after climbing a wood 
staircase for 30 to 40 minutes to the top (Walk up to the top of volcano 114 

meters, 375 wooden steps). This is one of the 
most visited Islands because of its unique and 
famous Pinnacle Rock that consists of an 
extinct volcano with a variety of red, orange, 
black and even green volcanic formations. 
Time for snorkeling and possible sightings of 

the Galapagos Penguin. Hiking: 2kms. Dry and wet landings.  
 
PM: SULLIVAN BAY (SANTIAGO). -You can swim and snorkel here with seals and 
penguins. The landing is on a beautiful white sand beach where you will see lava 
formations. Wet landing.  Briefing and dinner on board. 
 

DAY 4. WEDNESDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: SIERRA NEGRA. -  After breakfast, passengers head for the Sierra Negra 
volcano, the second largest volcanic crater in the world. It sits in the southern part 
of Isabela Island. Transportation is available to the end of the road, followed by a 
45-minute walk on a trail to the top of the volcano from where the caldera can be 
viewed. 
 
PM: ARNALDO TUPIZA BREEDING CENTER. - In the 
Arnaldo Tupiza Tortoise Breeding Centre you can see 
hundreds of giant Galapagos tortoises of all sizes. 
Vulnerable hatchlings are not gigantic at all, even 
smaller than the size of your hand! This project just 
outside Puerto Villamil was created to rescue the 
endangered populations of Isabela’s both 
southernmost volcanoes.  
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DAY 5. THURSDAY: ISABELA ISLAND 
 
AM: ELIZABETH BAY. - Elizabeth Bay is a marine visitor site so the excursion is made 
by dinghy to the Mariela Rocks, where there is an important colony of Galapagos 
penguins. The dinghy ride takes you into a cove surrounded by red mangrove. Here 
in these quiet lagoons there may be green sea turtles, spotted eagle rays, golden 
rays, brown pelicans, small shark and flightless cormorants.  

 
PM: TAGUS COVE. - After lunch visit to Tagus Cove that was a port where whaling 
ships arrived and left their ships’ names in a cave in 1800. In the high part is the 
Darwin Lake, a round salt water crater.  Disembark (dry landing).  Walk begins from 
the shore by a wooden stairway that rises to the dusty trail passing through Palo 
Santo Forest to reach the Darwin Lake. Continue on the trail around the lake 
through the dry vegetation zone. Panoramic views to the Darwin and Wolf 
volcanoes. (2kms round trip, 2h / starts at 0m, ascending to 50mts).  Later, panga 
ride through the cliffs to observe the historical graffiti, penguins, flightless 
cormorants, boobies, pelicans and Sally Lightfoot crabs.  Snorkeling time in the 
cove.  Briefing and dinner on board. 

 
DAY 6. FRIDAY: ISABELA ISLAND –   FERNANDINA ISLAND 
 
AM: URBINA BAY (ISABELA). - After breakfast, disembarkation at Urbina Bay (wet 
landing), located in the west of Isabela Island, at the food of the Alcedo volcano.  

Walk on a sandy and rocky defined path (1 km. 
round trip. 2h, flat), observing calcareous 
organisms (shells, corals) exposed above 
water.  In this area we see a large colony of 
land iguanas, Darwin's finches, giant tortoises 
(between June – September) and flightless 
cormorants.  After the hike, time for 

snorkeling along the shoreline where guests may observe penguins and flightless 
cormorants.   

 
PM:  ESPINOZA POINT (FERNANDINA). - Espinoza Point (Fernandina) Fernandina is 
the third largest island in the archipelago and has a single visitor site: Punta 
Espinoza, located at the northeastern tip of the island. Here, marine iguanas 
conglomerate in larger groups than on any other island. They bask around in the 
sand, swim near the shore and sometimes block the way at the landing dock. 
Among the unique species found here, we can find the   flightless cormorant. 
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DAY 7. SATURDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND – RABIDA ISLAND 
 
AM: ESPUMILLA BEACH (SANTIAGO). - Espumilla Beach has been revived as an 
important breeding site for turtles, as it is no longer suffering from digging wild 
pigs. The turtles return year after year to bury their eggs into the cinnamon colored 
sand dunes. About two months later (roughly from February to August) the eggs 
hatch all at the same time. Sadly, most vulnerable hatchlings will never reach the 
sea, and form a banquet for predators such as herons, frigate birds, mockingbirds 
and ghost crabs. 
 
PM: RABIDA. - Rábida Island is unique because of the red color of the rocks and 
sand. The volcanic material on this island is very porous and external factors such 
as rain, saltwater and sea breeze have acted as an oxidizing agent. A short walk 
along a trail leads us to a coastal lagoon behind the beach where we can see land 
birds including ¬finches, doves, yellow warblers and mockingbirds. Meanwhile at 
the lagoon there is a colony of –flamingos. 

 
DAY 8. SUNDAY:  DAPHNE ISLAND –   BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: DAPHNE MAYOR. - The characteristic 
offshore tuff cone of Daphne Major looks how a 
child draws a volcano islet. You might have 
already got a glimpse of it from your airplane 
window on arrival. Access to the 120m/400ft 
high islet is restricted because of its fragility and 
susceptibility to erosion. On your last morning in 
the Galapagos you will make a dinghy-ride around. You can spot large flocks of 
storm petrels and other seabirds. This islet forms an almost undisturbed semi-
closed ecosystem and is therefore of great scientific interest. Coexisting Nazca 
boobies, red-billed tropicbirds, magnificent frigatebirds, blue-footed boobies and 
8 other breeding species have nicely distributed different sections of the cone, 
according to their needs and the ecological niches. The caldera contains two 
craters, both completely white-plastered by the increments of blue-footed 
boobies, which have founded a very large breeding colony in this sheltered place. 
There is a colony of Galapagos sea lions on the only small beach. This islet has also 
been the location for an important multi decade study of Darwin’s finches. This 
concluded that population fluctuates strongly and finches that survived in dryer 
years were mainly the ones with larger beaks; results that strongly supported 
Darwin’s theory of natural selection and evolution. Finally, assisted by the 
naturalist guide will move to the airport for the flight back to mainland Ecuador. 
The end of the trip. 

mailto:info@pachamamatours.com

