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M/Y YOLITA II 
TOUR 8 DAYS / 7 NIGHTS 

ITINERARY " B " (SUNDAY TO SUNDAY) 

 

DAY 1. SUNDAY: BALTRA ISLAND –  NORTH SEYMOUR ISLAND 
 
AM: BALTRA. - Depart from Ecuador mainland to Galápagos.  This island was a 
strategic point during the Second World War.  It is the main airport for the 
Galapagos Islands where tourists and colonists arrive and depart.  At the Arrival at 
Baltra Airport, our naturalist English speaking guide will assist you. Transfer to the 
yacht.  Welcome and briefing. 
 
PM: NORTH SEYMOUR. - The tabletop islet of 
North Seymour is an uplifted part of the seabed. 
Between the dry shrubs you might spot a 
Galapagos land iguana. North Seymour originally 
did have any land iguanas, but in the 1930s an 
eccentric American millionaire moved the last 
generation from Baltra, and saved them from 
starvation caused by competition with 
introduced goats; the breeding programmer at 
Charles Darwin Research Station that followed turned into a big success. You can 
spot lots of seabirds, such as brown pelicans, red-billed tropicbirds, endemic 
swallow-tailed gulls and seasonally even Nazca boobies, but the main attraction 
are the archipelago’s most extensive breeding colonies of blue-footed boobies and 
frigatebirds. At the start of the breeding season (shifting on our calendar) adult 
frigatebirds -males blow up their vivid red pouches to impressive football-sized 
balloons. This is one of the few spots (besides Genovesa and Pitt Point) where you 
can compare the magnificent and the rarer great frigatebirds breeding next to 
each other. Frigatebirds tend to attack returning boobies and conduct aerial 
battles tether than fishing themselves and getting wet. The even more popular 
blue-footed boobies show their cute courtship rituals, in which their remarkable 
feet play an important role. 
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DAY 2. MONDAY: SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND 
 
AM: WITCH HILL. -This site is located on the north shore of San Cristobal Island. 
This eroded hill and its surroundings present one of the most picturesque beaches 
in the Galapagos with its main attraction that is the coral sand beach and its wildlife 
includes sea turtles, rays, and various types of Booby Birds. Lunch on board. 
 
 PM:  LOBOS ISLET. -  The Lobos Islets beach harbor’s a colony of Galapagos sea 
lions. As in other colonies in the archipelago, you can approach nurturing females 

within a few meters. In the breeding season this colony is 
also visited by territorial males, defending and mating the 
harem on their part of the beach. This low islet is home to 
more than just Galapagos sea lions. Two other emblematic 
species breed here: male blue-footed boobies and great 
frigate birds who try to impress the females (and tourists) 
with clumsy dances, heaving their striking blue feet or 
blowing up their balloon-sized scarlet pouches.  

 
DAY 3. TUESDAY: ESPAÑOLA ISLAND 
 
AM: GARDNER BAY. - The striking white beach at Gardner Bay is an important 
breeding site for Pacific green turtles. However, without doubt its main attraction 
is the Galapagos sea lion colony. Females stay year round in this nursery, suckling 
their pups up to an age of 3 years, although they start after 5 months of their birth. 
During the breeding and mating season, the colony becomes even bigger. 
 
PM: SUAREZ POINT. - Suarez Point (Española) Huge ocean waves crash onto the 
southern basaltic cliffs of Suarez Point, forming 
a spectacular blowhole, where the water sprays 
meters high into the air (depending on the 
season, the tide and how strongly the sea 
breeze pushes the waves). Take your time for a 
meditative break in silence at this emblematic 
viewpoint, and convert this unforgettable 
moment in a lifetime experience.  
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DAY 4. WEDNESDAY: SANTA FE ISLAND –   SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND 
 
AM: SANTA FE. -  Santa Fe Located in the southeastern part of the Galapagos, this 
island was formed from an uplift rather than being from a volcanic origin; which is 
why it is mostly at. There are some theories claiming that this could be the oldest 
island in the archipelago. Santa Fe is home to a number of endemic species like 
the Galapagos Hawk, Galapagos snake, Galapagos mockingbird, rice rats and one 
of the two species of land iguanas on the islands. 
 
PM: SOUTH PLAZA. - South Plaza is located at the east of Santa Cruz Island, and 
forms part of two islands known as Islas Plazas. Despite its small size, some of the 
most interesting and outstanding species of the Galapagos are found here. The 
Plazas land iguanas are smaller than their relatives found on other islands. There 
are several hybrid iguanas, a result of crossing a male marine iguana and a female 
land iguana; they are unique, recognizable at first glance by their black/grey color, 
with a land iguana's crest, but face and tail of the marine iguana. 
 
DAY 5. THURSDAY: SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: PUERTO AYORA. - You may stroll through Puerto Agora’s main street with time 
to explore the shops. Charles Darwin Research Station although the great majority 
of Galapagos visitors come here to observe and appreciate natural wonders, it is 
also interesting to learn how the protection and conservation of the islands are 
carried out. The main attractions are the National Park information center, the Van 
Staelen Exhibition Hall, the Breeding and Rearing Centre for young tortoises, and 
adult Galapagos tortoises in captivity. 
 
PM: TWINS CRATERS. - The twin’s craters or Gemelos, located in the highlands of 

Santa Cruz Island. These pit craters are just off the main 
road that crosses the island to the airport. 
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DAY 6. FRIDAY: FLOREANA ISLAND 
 
AM: CORMORANT POINT. - The peninsula of Cormorant Point forms the extreme 
north cape of Floreana, which formed from smaller volcanic cones, covered by 
tropical dry forest (palo santo). At the landing beach, you will be welcomed by a 
small Galapagos sea lion colony. The green sand on this beach contains a high 
percentage of glassy olivine crystals which have been blown out by the 
surrounding tuff cones. The ‘our sand’ beach on the southern side of the peninsula 
is made up of even ¬finer white coral sand which feels very smooth on the feet. 
 
PM: POST OFFICE BAY. - Bring your unstamped postcards and post them in the 
peculiar barrel on this historic site. Together with James Bay (Santiago) this used 
to be a popular base to complement stocks. The present barrel commemorates 
the improvised mail service between British 16th -century whalers and poachers. 
Returning vessels also picked up letters for home 
delivery. Finally, this post box became the 
termination of the flourishing British whaling 
industry in this region (Moby Dick), because it let 
the American frigate USS Essex easily locate and 
hijack British whalers during the Anglo-American 
War (1812-1815). 

 
 
DAY 7. SATURDAY: SANTIAGO ISLAND – SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 
 
AM: CHINESE HAT (SANTIAGO). - Chinese Hat is a 52m/170ft high volcanic cone, 

forming another islet right off the rocky coast of Santiago, 
where a small colony of Galapagos penguins has settled. 
Approaching Chinese Hat from the north, you will certainly 
agree with its name. Because its primordial fire has been 
extinguished recently, this is an excellent place to learn 
more about volcanism, lava bombs and lava tunnels. On 
the beach you can also find curious pillow-type lavas with 
coral heads on top! These spheres have a submarine origin 

before being lifted above sea level. But Chinese Hat does not appear any more 
inhospitable than the almost virgin Bartolomé and lunatic Sullivan Bay. You arrive 
exactly on time to witness how this barren islet gets colonized by pioneer species 
and begins to sprout! Beaches of white coral sand grow, and holes in the eroding 
lava fields are filled up with lava sand, which enables rooting. Galapagos sea lions 
and countless marine iguanas contribute to fertilization. This all together create 
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more favorable options for newcomers, like saltbush and the discoloring Sesuvium 
carpet. Colonization of Chinese Hat can occur in a much higher pace than 
elsewhere, hence Santiago is just a stone’s throw away.  
 
PM: DRAGON HILL (SANTA CRUZ). - Dragon Hill (Santa Cruz) The visitor site at 
Dragon Hill has been open to visitors since 1993. This site is located in 
northwestern Santa Cruz Island and consists of a trail that leads to a hyper-saline 
lagoon behind the beach, frequently visited by flamingos, pintail ducks and other 
species of birds. This site has been re-populated with land iguanas from Seymour, 
Isabela and Santa Cruz Island. There is a short walk to the hill, which offers a 
beautiful view of the bay. 
 
DAY 8. SUNDAY:  SANTA CRUZ ISLAND –   BALTRA ISLAND 
 
AM: BLACK TURTLE COVE (SANTA CRUZ). - After breakfast a dinghy (panga) visit to 
Black Turtle Bay (Caleta Tortuga Negra).  This is very close to Baltra.   It is very 
special due to its lovely beach with sea 
lions and its clear, calm water. Black 
(Pacific Green) Turtles and many 
different types of birds can be seen 
feeding here as you are paddled 
around the beautiful lagoons hidden 
in the mangroves. Finally, assisted by 
the naturalist guide will move to the 
airport for the flight back to mainland Ecuador. 
 
 
The end of the trip. 
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